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BY: Valentina  Basilicata  

Laval Mayor Marc Demers proudly

displays pictures of his six healthy

grand kids on his desk at City Hall. He is grateful to be a grandfather; the

photos of their little faces make him smile. A former cop, Demers

understands all too well that life is fragile. He’s seen more than his fair

share of death and destruction while serving in the police force. His instinct

is to protect his family, his community and its citizens. 

So when the TransCanada Corporation proposed running part of its oil

pipeline through the eastern end of Laval, Demers was worried. 

Demers explained in an official press release issued last September, “Our

main concern is our residents’ safety and environment protection, and in

particular, with regard to the risk of spills in our rivers.”

Since issuing the press release, Demers continues to remind the public that

Laval supports a vision based on “sustainable development, a reduction in

greenhouse gases and a reduction in the dependency on motor vehicles…

[and] on active mobility of residents”.

If approved by the federal government, the Energy East pipeline project

would see the development and creation of a 4,600-km pipeline transporting

roughly 1.1 million barrels of crude oil per day from Alberta and

Saskatchewan to refineries and port terminals in Eastern Canada by 2020. 

Laval city officials met with the TransCanada Corporation in August of 2015

to understand the scope of the project. 

“During the meeting with the representatives from the Energy East project,

there were many answers they gave us that left a bitter taste in my mouth,”

said Demers. 

The mayor did his due diligence, hiring an external firm to complete an

analysis of the project. “Having been elected, the citizens of Laval put at my

disposal… a budget to have access to resources, scientists and specialists for

when a situation like this arises.”

Demers stated the external firm concluded the project posed major risks,

particularly since it is slated to run through the city’s water supply. 
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“What happens if these products get into our water filtration plants? We

can’t put access to our water in jeopardy,” Demers pointed out.

The mayor admitted Laval is already at risk because of existing pipelines

running through the city, as well as oil transported via trains. “We can’t

change that,” he explained. “But why increase our risk?”

Demers made headlines back in September of 2015 after formally rejecting

the project and urging Laval citizens and other municipalities to follow suit.

Laval residents listened, with nearly 3,000 joining 90,000 other Quebecers in

signing a petition against the pipeline.

“I have taken a clear stance,” said Dsmers. “If there are other municipalities

that want to join us, we have made our research and our studies available.”

Tim DuBoyce, spokesperson for TransCanada, says the provincial

government is going to carry out its own review of the Quebec portion of the

project sometime in early 2016. The company expects the National Energy

Board will begin its hearing process in 2016, with its final recommendation

made to the federal government by 2017, when construction is slated to

begin.

“We hope to continue our dialogue and our engagement with the mayor and

the councilors in Laval. We've had a number of meetings with them already

to discuss the project, hear their questions and their concerns and try to

address those issues as best as we possible can,” said DuBoyce.

DuBoyce repeated that pipelines “demonstrated to be the safest way to

move that oil that we all need”. 

“Whether it’s your tablet, your smart phone, the soles of your shoes, your

clothing, hockey pucks, medical supplies—these things are all made with oil. I

think people forget that,” maintained DuBoyce.

Anthony Mancini and his wife, Elena Catania moved to Laval four years ago.

They have two young daughters under the age of three. Both parents are

opposed to the pipeline project. 

“I love Laval. You have a bit of the country mixed in with the city life,” said
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Mancini. “If they’re going to start putting more pipelines through, I would see

it as a threat to the charm of the city.”

Mancini agrees our economy relies on oil, but believes our efforts and money

should be invested in eco-friendly, renewable energy. 

Catania wants to guarantee her children will continue to have clean drinking

water and uncontaminated soil. She thinks the pipeline would put that at risk.

“Even if there’s only a 0.01% chance that the kids can get sick then that’s

enough for me to say the [pipeline] is not worth it,” said Catania.

“I want my kids to be healthy and live longer. More people are getting lung

cancer. I don’t want them to be affected by contaminated air or water,”

Mancini added.

A greener Laval

Many Laval residents agree with Mancini and Catania. More than 3,000

citizens took part in a public consultation early in 2015 to discuss the future

of their city.The consensus was a greener, healthier Laval.

Several projects are in the works based partly on the results of the

consultation, according to Demers.

Laval’s woodlands are protected and several more wooded areas will be

planted.

A bike path expansion is in the works. Existing bike paths will intersect and

several more will be added, making it possible to bike across the entire

island. Eventually, the mayor wants to encourage employers to use

incentives to get employees to pedal to work.

Improving bus service is a priority as well. The goal would be to reduce the

number of cars on the road. 

Moreover, a new park adjacent to Cité de la Santé Hospital is planned. This

outdoor gym would be for patients to use as part of their healthcare routine,

and would be accessible to all residents looking to exercise and take in some

fresh air.
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“As a society, investing in oil is a mistake,” concludes Demers. “We need to

promote healthy living.”

Valentina Basilicata | Author

Valentina Basilicata is a freelance journalist, communications specialist and

emcee. She is also the proud mom of two boisterous, loveable boys. Check out her

blog at: www.hidethekidsarecoming.blogspot.ca
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